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1. Policy Statement  

1.1 ²ƛƎŀƴΩǎ 9ƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ IƻƳŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ό9I9ύ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛǎ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

ōƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ 

regardless of age, ability, background, or educational setting, receive an 

excellent  ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ²ƛƎŀƴΩǎ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ 

in Education  and SEND  Strategy, which aligns with the wider Progress 

with Unity missions focus ed  on creating fair opportunities for all by 

breaking down barriers to education, health, and wellbeing, and to help 

every town and neighbo urhood flourish through genuine partnership 

with families and communities. Together, these principles guide our 

approach to elective home education  ensuring that families are 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ 

has the opportunity to thrive.  

1.2 Wigan Council recognises and respects the legal right of all parents to 

educate their children at home in accordance with their own 

philosophical, cultural, or religious beliefs. We are committed to 

ensuring that families who choose Elective Home Education  (EHE) are 

well -informed and prepared from the outset , whether they decide not 

to enrol their child in a school setting or choose to withdraw their child 

from the school roll.  

 

1.3 Under Section 436A of the Education Act 1996 , Wigan Council has a 

statutory duty to ensure that all children of compulsory school age in 

the borough are receiving a suitable education. This responsibility forms 

ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ ƻǾŜǊǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ 9I9Φ 

 

1.4 ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΣ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ψ[ƻŎŀƭ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩ ƻǊ Ψ[!Ω ǊŜŦŜǊ 

specifically to Wigan Council in its role as the local education authority.  

 

1.5 Throughout this policy, parents should be taken to include all those 

with parental responsibility, including guardians and care givers. The 

Working together to improve school attendance guidance , published 

by the Department for Education (DfE) advises that, the school and/or 

local authority will need to decide which adult is most appropriate to 

work with. Generally, parents include:  

- all natural parents, whether they are married or not  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/section/436A
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66bf300da44f1c4c23e5bd1b/Working_together_to_improve_school_attendance_-_August_2024.pdf
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- all those who have parental responsibility for a child or young person  

- those who have day to day responsibility for the child (i.e. lives with 

and looks after the child)  

 

1.6 For the purposes of this policy, the school at which a pupil is currently 

on roll holds primary responsibility for fulfilling the requirements 

outlined herein. In cases where a pupil is dual registered or in the 

process of transitioning between educational  settings, responsibility  will 

rest with  the school that has had the greatest level of prior involvement 

with the pupil . Where a child has never registered on roll at a setting 

the responsibility lies with parents.  

2. Introduction  

2.1 This policy document applies to children of statutory school age whose 

parents / carers have chosen to educate their children at home. It does 

not refer to children who are unable to attend school because of illness 

or exclusion.  

2.2 Elective Home Education (EHE)  is the term used by the Department for 

9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ό5Ŧ9ύ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀǘ 

home rather than through full -time attendance at a school. This applies 

to children of compulsory school age and is a parental choice, not 

directed or provided by the local authority.  

2.3 EHE is distinct from other forms of education such as home tuition or 

education provided by the local authority other than at school (EOTAS). 

Children who are electively home educated are not registered at 

mainstream, special, or independent schools, acade mies, free schools, 

Pupil Referral Units (PRUs), full -ǘƛƳŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎΣ ƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

homes with education provision.  

2.4 EHE also differs from flexi -schooling arrangements, where a child 

remains on the roll of a school and attends part -time, with the 

headteacher authorising the arrangement and any associated 

absences. Flexi -schooling is at the discretion of the headteacher a nd is 

not considered elective home education.  

2.5 ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǎŜǘǎ ƻǳǘ ²ƛƎŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ 9ƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ IƻƳŜ 

Education, including the procedures and responsibilities that enable 

the local authority to meet its statutory duties in relation to children 
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living in the borough whose parents have chosen to educate them at 

home.  

2.6 As stated in DFE Guidance, April 2019 ,3 Ψ9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ 

works well when it is a positive choice and carried out with proper 

ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩΦ We recognise that there are many 

approaches to educational provision and what  may be suitable for one 

child will not be for another, but all children should be involved in a 

suitable learning process . 

 

2.7 This policy and accompanying procedures seek to build positive 

relationships with home educators and provide a means to effectively 

protect the educational and safeguarding interests of children where 

vulnerabilities are identified.  

 

2.8 This document sets out: - 

- tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

children at home  

- The responsibilities and statutory duties of the L ocal Authority  and 

schools in relation to children who are educated at home.  

- Wigan Council procedures in relation to Elective Home Education  

 

2.9 This policy will be formally reviewed every two years, or sooner if there 

are significant changes to relevant legislation, statutory guidance, or 

national policy.  

3. The Law & DfE Guidance  

3.1 ¢ƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΦ Lƴ 

England, education is compulsory, but school is not. The law is set out in 

the European Convention on Human Rights and in the Education Act 

1996.  

3.2 By law children start school in the term following their fifth birthday, 

but not later than the start of the last term.  

The dates they must start by are:  

 

Á 31 December if their date of birth is between 1 September and 

31 December  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66bf6d2bdcb0757928e5bd47/Elective_home_education_departmental_guidance_for_local_authorities.pdf
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Á 31 March if their date of birth is between 1 January and 31 

August  

Compulsory school age continues  until the last Friday of June in the 

school year when  they reach the age of sixteen.  

Young people need to then comply with the Raising Participation Age 

(RPA) legislation, 2013  and remain in education or training up   

until the age of eighteen. The increase in age was made by relevant 

provisions of the Education and Skills Act 2008 . This policy  covers 

children of schools age as defined in point 3.2.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

3.3 Section 7 of the Education Act, 1996 Σ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΥ ΨǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ 

child of compulsory school age shall cause him to receive efficient full -

time education suitable to a) his age, ability and aptitude and b) any 

special educational needs he may have either by regular attendance at 

school  ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΩ 

3.4 !ƴ άŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘέ ŀƴŘ άǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜέ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

Act 1996 but has been described in case law (in the case of R v Secretary 

of State for Education and Science, ex parte Talmud Torah Machzikei 

Hadass School Trust 1986) as an education ǘƘŀǘ ΨŀŎƘƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǘ 

ǎŜǘǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ŜǉǳƛǇǎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŦƻǊ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

community of which he is a member, rather than the way of life in the 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜΣ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊŜŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ 

later life  to adopt some other form of life if he wishes to do so. Ω 

 

3.5 The DfE Guidance for parents , April 2019, makes a number of points in 

{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ нΦмлΣ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ {ǳƛǘŀōƭŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎΥ  

 

- Ψ9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀƎŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜΣ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 

progress according to his or  her level of ability and should take 

ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŀǇǘƛǘǳŘŜǎΩ 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/raising-the-participation-age
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/raising-the-participation-age
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/25/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/contents
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5ca21e22e5274a77d9d26feb/EHE_guidance_for_parentsafterconsultationv2.2.pdf
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- Ψ9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƭƛƴƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ National Curriculum  or 

other external curricula, there should be an appropriate 

ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘΩ 

 

- Ψ9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

Fundamental British Values as defined in government guidance  

 

- Ψ9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ όƻǊ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘύΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

satisfactory in terms of content and teaching, if it is delivered in 

ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΩ Ŝ.g . very noisy  

 

- Ψ9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŘŜŜƳŜŘ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ 

ŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ƛǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇŜŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǳǎ ƛƳǇŜŘŜǎ 

ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩ 

 

- ΨLǘ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳǳŎƘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

provided is suitable if attention has been paid to the breadth of 

the curriculum and its content, and the concepts of progress and 

ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦΩ 

 

 

 

 

4.  Parental Rights and Responsibilities  

4.1 Parents have the legal right to educate their child at home from an 

early age and may choose not to enrol their child in a school at any 

point during their compulsory school years. This right may be exercised 

at any stage up to the end of compulsory school  age. Additionally, 

parents may choose to continue home education beyond the age of 16, 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ 

age of 18 . Please note the EHE Team works with children and families of 

statutory school age  children  only.  

 

4.2 As outlined above at 3.4  every child of compulsory school age should 

receive a  suitable , efficient, full -time education .  

 

4.3 If the child is attending a school, then parents must notify the 

headteacher, preferably in writing, that they are withdrawing their 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum
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child. They do not have to give a reason nor ask for permission. 

However, as stated in the DfE Guidance, it would be sensible to do so, 

both in order to avoid any future misunderstanding about how they 

plan to fulfil their parental responsibilities and to facilitate access to 

advice and support. In accordance with The School Attendance (Pupil 

Registration) (England) Regulations 2024 , headteachers are only able to 

remove the child from the school roll if the following terms are met:  

 

- Regulation 9 (f) - a parent of the pupil has told the proprietor in 

writing that the pupil will no longer attend the school after a certain 

day and will receive education otherwise than at school  

 

4.4  The DfE guidance for parents (2019)   advises that it is strongly 

recommended that a parent notify their local authority of the fact that 

the child is being home educated before they start home education.  

 

4.5 For children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities please see 

section 11 

 

4.6  The local authority must consider the response, if any, to decide 

ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŜǘǎ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ 

responsibilities under section 7.  If parents make no response at all, then 

the local authority is entitled to conclude tha t the child is not receiving 

a suitable education.  

 

 

4.7 Parents do not need to be qualified teachers to home educate and 

there is no requirement to teach the National Curriculum, match age -

specific standards, observe school hours, days or terms, make detailed 

lesson plans, give formal lessons or reproduce schoo l type peer group 

socialisation.  

 

4.8  Parents can choose to engage private tutors or other adults to assist 

them in providing a suitable education, although there is no 

requirement to do so, and learning may take place in a variety of 

settings, not just the family home.   

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2024/208/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2024/208/made
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5ca21e22e5274a77d9d26feb/EHE_guidance_for_parentsafterconsultationv2.2.pdf
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4.9  It is strongly recommended that parents ensure that they make 

appropriate checks on any settings that they use, as there may be no 

external assurance that they comply with basic standards such as 

vetting of staff and safeguarding children. Similarly, it is  recommended 

that parents ensure that any tutors they employ are qualified and 

suitable, including whether they have a clear Disclosure & Barring (DBS) 

Service check.  

 

4.10 Many home -educating families choose to do some of the following (this 

is not an exhaustive list) to demonstrate that  the education being 

provided is suitable:  

- acquire specific qualifications for the task  

- have premises equipped to any particular standard  

- aim for the child to acquire specific qualifications  

- the National Curriculum  

- ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ΨōǊƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜŘΩ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ  

- make detailed lesson plans in advance  

- give formal lessons  

- mark work done by the child  

- formally assess progress, or set development objectives  

- reproduce school type peer group socialisation  

- match school -based, age -specific standards  

 

4.11 In line with government guidance on Elective Home Education, the 

local authority may reasonably expect that the education being 

provided includes certain key elements. These may include, but are not 

limited to:   

-  Consistent involvement of parents or other significant carers  

- Recognition of the child's needs, attitudes and aspirations  

- Opportunities for the child to be stimulated by their learning 

experiences  

- Access to resources or materials required to provide home education 

for the child. For example, paper and pens, books and libraries, arts 

and crafts materials, physical activity and ICT  

- The opportunity for appropriate interaction with other children and 

adults  
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- Creating an environment that supports learning  

 

4.12 Parents who  home educate  assume the full financial responsibility for 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ 

tuition, courses and public examinations.   

 

4.13 However, children who are Year 10 and above may be able to access 

part -time college courses as part of their home education and the 

colleges may be able to claim the costs of course and exam fees from 

the Education & Skills Funding Agency . These arrangements would be 

negotiated individually between parents and the college.  

 

5. /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ wƛƎƘǘǎ 

5.1 The United Kingdom  ratified the United Nations Convention on the 

Rights of the Child (UNCRC) in November 1989. This includes key rights 

such as the right to be safe, the right to an education,  the right to  

express views and have those views given due consideration in matters 

affecting them.  

 

5.2 Wigan Council is committed to upholding these rights and activ ely 

promotes the participation of children and young ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ decisions 

that affect their lives, in line with the UNCRC and the statutory 

guidance Listening to and Involving Children and Young People 

(January 2014)  

 

5.3 As part of its responsibilities in relation to Elective Home Education,  

²ƛƎŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǾƛŜǿǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ considered  

when assessing  the  suitability of the provision.  

6. School Responsibilities  

6.1 Headteachers have a legal duty to notify the local authority when a 

parent provides written notification of their intention to withdraw their 

child from the school roll to pursue Elective Home Education. This 

ensures that the local authority can fulfil its responsibilities in  

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/education-and-skills-funding-agency
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/united-nations-convention-on-the-rights-of-the-child-uncrc-how-legislation-underpins-implementation-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/united-nations-convention-on-the-rights-of-the-child-uncrc-how-legislation-underpins-implementation-in-england
https://irp-cdn.multiscreensite.com/ca37443c/files/uploaded/Listening%20to%20and%20involving%20children%20and%20young%20people.pdf
https://irp-cdn.multiscreensite.com/ca37443c/files/uploaded/Listening%20to%20and%20involving%20children%20and%20young%20people.pdf
https://irp-cdn.multiscreensite.com/ca37443c/files/uploaded/Listening%20to%20and%20involving%20children%20and%20young%20people.pdf


  

Page 11 of 44  

6.2 monitoring and supporting children who are educated otherwise than 

at school.   

 

6.3 The proprietor (Headteacher) of the school must make a return to the 

local authority for every such pupil.  This should include  the ground 

upon which their name is to be deleted from the admission register . As 

soon as the ground for deletion is met in relation to that pupil, and in 

ŀƴȅ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƴƻ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŘŜƭŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǇƛƭΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΩΦ 

 

6.4  The referral  form is available on  Servies for Schools . 

 

6.5 In line with the statutory guidance  Working Together to Improve 

School Attendance , which clearly states that attendance cannot be 

backdated, schools are required to notify Wigan Council of any 

decisions regarding Elective Home Education without delay. Prompt 

referrals ensure that appropriate oversight and support can be provided 

from t he outset . 

 

6.6 If, schools have safeguarding concerns regarding a parent request to 

home educate , professionals should complete a  referral form through 

the /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Frist Partnership Hub . Electing to home educate is not a 

safeguarding risk on its own and therefore, a school cannot prevent  the 

parent request on this basis . The expectation is that schools will have 

previously completed an Early Help or referred to the Children First 

Partnership Hub if they have concerns about a child. However, they will 

be asked to share with the Local Authority any recent concerns or risks  

they are aware of about the child that may impact on the suitability of 

home education.  

 

6.7 There is no legal requirement for parents to discuss home education 

with the school . However , the school must be in receipt  of  written 

withdrawal  request which is dated  in order to process  the request . 

Schools must respond by sharing a copy of this policy to ensur e the 

parent fully understands the responsibility  they are taking on.  

 

6.8 This is particularly important if it appears that the decision to home 

education  may be related to a dispute with the school e.g. regarding 

attendance, behaviour or alleged bullying. It would be helpful if the 

school invited  the parents to discuss the decision  and take  all necessary 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-improve-school-attendance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-improve-school-attendance
https://www.wigan.gov.uk/Business/Professionals/Children-and-young-people/index.aspx
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ǎǘŜǇǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ 

should be entirely voluntary.   

 

6.9 Schools must not seek to persuade parents to educate their child at 

home as a means of avoiding exclusion, resolving concerns with  

 

 academic performance or because of poor attendance. This can be 

seen as illegal off rolling  as defined in the Off Rolling section of DfE 

Statutory CME Guidance  It would be helpful if schools share a copy of 

this policy and signpost parents to the Wigan Council Website to 

enable them to make an informed choice.  

 

6.10 Where a child is registered at a school as a result of a School 

Attendance Order (SAO), the parent must first obtain the consent of the 

Local Authority (LA) . 

 

6.11 {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƛƭŜ and any safeguarding files . 

Parents can request a copy  of the school file to  assist with planning 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ. 

 

6.12 If EHE is considered unsuitable,  and it is appropriate to do so,  the 

expectation is that the child will return to their former school, either 

through the Fair Access Protocol (FAP) or through the statutory EHCP 

(Education, Health & Care Plan) arrangements.  

7. The Local Authority (LA) Responsibilities  

7.1 As outlined above at 4.8  Wigan Council has a duty to establish (so far as 

it is possible) the identities of children who are not registered pupils at a 

school and are not receiving suitable education otherwise.  

 

7.2 Wigan Council monitors  elective home education through informal 

enquiries on a routine basis . Wigan Council has a legal duty under 

section 437(1) of the Education Act 1996  to intervene if it appears that a 

parent is not providing a suitable education to the age, ability, aptitude 

and special educational needs of the child. This section states that:  

- "If it appears to a local authority that a child of compulsory school 

age in their area is not receiving a suitable education, either by 

regular attendance at school or otherwise, they shall serve a 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-missing-education/children-missing-education-statutory-guidance-for-local-authorities-and-schools#schools-responsibilities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-missing-education/children-missing-education-statutory-guidance-for-local-authorities-and-schools#schools-responsibilities
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/section/437
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notice in writing on the parent requiring him (the parent) to 

satisfy them within the period specified in the notice that the 

child is receiving such education."  

7.3 If evidence of a suitable education is not received, the L ocal Authority  

may then commence statutory action, including the issuing of a School 

Attendance Order (SAO), penalty notices and fines.  

 

7.4 The L ocal Authority , in partnership with other agencies, including Social 

Care and Health, has a statutory duty to safeguard and promote the 

welfare of all children resident in the borough under  

 

 Section 175 (1) of the Education Act 2002  and under the statutory 

ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ Ψ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ {ŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩ. The Local 

Authority (LA) monitors trends in Elective Home Education (EHE) within 

a broader strategic framework and plays a vital role in identifying gaps 

in local school provision. It also holds schools accountable where there 

are concerns about the effect ive management of attendance and 

behaviour.  

 

8.  Initial contact and assessment of suitability  

8.1 Upon receipt of a notification that a child is being electively home 

educated, the Local Authority (LA) will update the Education Database, 

ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎƭȅΣ ŀƳŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǘƻ 9I9 ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘe 

a record to log all relevant interactions and information.  

 

8.2 Parents opting to elective ly home educate assume full responsibility 

from the first day their child is removed form a school roll.  

 

8.3 A member of the  Local Authority  Home Education Team  will begin to 

engage with the family, offering support and guidance while gathering 

sufficient information to take  an informed view on the suitability of the 

education being provided. Evidence may include, but is not limited to:  

- 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ǉƭŀƴǎ 

- Written reports or correspondence  

- Telephone conversations  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/32/section/175
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2
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- ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǾƛŜǿǎ 

- {ŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ 

- Details of any educational settings or tuition arrangements  

- A home visit or meeting at an alternative venue  

8.4  A Local Authority  officer will offer a home visit or meeting to establish a 

constructive and supportive relationship with the family, ensuring that 

9I9 ƛǎ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

needs are being met.  This also enables parents to demonstrate the 

suitability of their educational provision . An opportunity to discuss the 

ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅΣ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ 

evidence of progress, and how learning outcomes are monitored.  

 

 

8.5 Wherever possible, L ocal Authority Officers  will seek to meet the child 

to gather their views, which will contribute to the overall assessment of 

educational suitability.  

 

8.6 Parents are not legally required to respond to enquiries from the Local 

Authority (LA), accept a visit, or permit officers to meet with their child. 

However, in line with the Department for Education (DfE) EHE 

guidance , parents are strongly encouraged to consider the implications 

of non -engagement. The guidance advises that parents should reflect 

on what is in the best interests of their child and adopt a sensible 

approach. Where insufficient evidence is provided to dem onstrate that 

a suitable education is being delivered, the LA may be left with no 

alternative but to determine that the provision does not meet the 

requirements of Section 7 of the Education Act 1996.   

 

8.7 If parents opt to submit written evidence, instead of meeting in person 

this must be submitted via email to ehe@wigan.gov.uk  and address 

the same key areas in sufficient detail to enable the Local Authority to 

make an informed judgement about the suitabil ity of the education 

being provided.  

 

8.8  If additional information is required after reviewing the written 

evidence, or if the information provided suggests that the education 

may not be suitable, efficient or full -time, a letter will be sent to the 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/elective-home-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/elective-home-education
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/section/7/2025-09-01
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parents to give them the opportunity to provide further information 

about the education being provided.  

 

8.9 In the absence of a satisfactory response to formal correspondence, 

Wigan Council will exercise its statutory duties under Section 437(1) of 

the Education Act 1996 to identify children who are not on a school roll 

and are not receiving a suitable education . Where it appears that a 

parent is failing to provide an adequate education, the Local Authority 

(LA) is required to intervene.  

 

8.10 If, after reasonable efforts to engage with the family, the LA is unable to 

ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƛǎ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 

status may be updated to Children Missing Education (CME). This may 

also lead to the initiation of a School Att endance Order (SAO), requiring 

the parent to register the child at a named school.  

 

8.11 In such cases,  and as part of its statutory responsibilities  the Local 

Authority will work collaboratively with relevant agencies, including 

Social Care, Health Services, and previous educational providers, to 

ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŀ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ 

educational entitlement.  

 

 

 

8.12 Where it is determined that the education provided is unsuitable, the 

Local Authority ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛŀƛǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

the child is reinstated on the school roll. It is expected that schools will 

have clearly communicated with parents prior to withdrawal, outlining 

the legal responsibilities and expectations asso ciated with EHE. Parents 

should be made aware that if the education is deemed unsuitable, the 

child may be required to return to school.  

 

8.13 For many families in Wigan, EHE is a suitable and sustained choice. In 

ǎǳŎƘ ŎŀǎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [!Ωǎ 9I9 ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜΣ a Local  

Authority  officer will continue to act as the main point of contact, 

offering ongoing support and guidance as needed.  

 

8.14 Where initial case escalation has been necessary due to a lack of 

communication, but the family subsequently demonstrates that a 

suitable and efficient education is being provided, the Local Authority 

(LA) will offer a follow -up review within six months. I f the provision 
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continues to meet the required standards, subsequent reviews will 

typically be conducted on an annual basis, unless otherwise agreed 

with the family.  

 

8.15 Once the education is deemed suitable, the EHE team will request an 

update  as a minimum annually . 

 

9.EHE Unsuitable  

9.1 Where, following an assessment, the education provided through 

Elective Home Education (EHE) is deemed unsuitable, Wigan Council, as 

the Local Authority (LA), has a statutory duty to act in accordance with 

Section 437(1) of the Education Act 1996 . It is therefore essential that 

parents who choose to home educate are fully prepared to deliver a 

suitable and efficient education from the outset.  

 

9.2 If, following informal enquiries, the L ocal Authority  concludes that the 

education being provided is unsuitable, a Section 437(1) notice  also 

ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ŀ ΨtǊŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǊȅ bƻǘƛŎŜΩ will be issued. This marks the transition 

from informal to formal proceedings and notifies the parent(s) that they 

have 15 working days to provide evidence that suitable education is 

being delivered or to make arrangements for the child to be enrolled at 

a registered school.  

 

9.3 Where parents fail to engage with the informal enquiry process  such as 

by not responding to written requests or not attending scheduled home 

visits  the L ocal Authority may initiate the  School Attendance Order 

process. Parents are therefore strongly encouraged to maintain open 

communication and respond promptly to all enquiries.  

 

9.4  If, after the issuance of a preliminary notice, the parent does not provide 

sufficient evidence of suitable education or fails to register the child at 

ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ όǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭύΣ ǘƘŜ [ocal 

Authority  will proceed to  issue a formal School Attendance Order. This 

step will only be taken after all reasonable efforts to resolve the matter 

have been exhausted.  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/section/437
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9.5 At any stage in the process, parents retain the right to submit evidence 

that they are now providing a suitable education. If this is accepted by 

the LA, they may apply to have the SAO revoked.  

10.Children with Special Educational Needs or 

Disabilities (SEND)  

10.1 Under Sections 7 and 19 of the Education Act 1996, parents have the 

legal right to educate their children at home, including those with 

special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). This right 

applies irrespective of whether the child has an Educat ion, Health 

and Care (EHC) Plan.  

 

10.2 9ƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ IƻƳŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀƎŜΣ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ 

aptitude, and any special educational needs they may have. The 

provision should enable the child to make appropriate progress and 

meet their individual learning and developmental needs.  

 

10.3 Parents seeking to home educate a child registered at a special 

school must work with the school whilst they obtain the consent of 

the local authority to remove  them  from roll. The purpose of giving 

consent is so that a smooth transition can be achieved for children.  

 

10.4 If a child currently on a school roll has an EHC plan and parents are 

considering Elective Home Education, parents should liaise with 

school to arrange an EHCP review with the SEND team as soon as 

possible.  

 

10.5 To initiate this process, parents should contact the  school  who must 

liaise with t he Local Authority .  

 

10.6 The SEND Team will work in collaboration with the EHE Team  to 

agree  the child  can be removed form roll. School must then 

complete an EHE Referral.  
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10.7 It is important to note that the child is not required to attend school 

while awaiting the outcome of the consent process  however, there is 

an expectation that education  will  be accessed as a full -time offer.  

 

10.8 Where a child has an Education, Health and Care (EHC) Plan that 

names a specific school or type of school, and the parents choose to 

educate the child at home, the local authority is not under a duty to 

secure the special educational provision outlined in the plan 

provided it is satisfied that the education being arranged by the 

parents is suitable. This is in accordance with paragraph 10.32 of the 

SEND Code of Practice  2015.  

 

10.9 In such cases, the local authority may name the type of school it 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƛƴ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ L ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9I/ 

Plan, while also recording that the parents have made their own 

arrangements under Section 7 of the Education Act 1996.   

 

10.10 Parents have the legal right to request an Education, Health and 

Care (EHC) needs assessment if they believe their child may require 

special educational provision. This right applies equally to all parents, 

including those who feel that the SEND support cu rrently provided 

ōȅ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ƛƴǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƭǎƻ 

have the right to appeal decisions related to EHC assessments and 

plans.  

 

10.11 Further information about available services and support for children 

and young people with SEND can be found in the Local Offer , 

available on the Wigan Council website.  

 

10.12 It is important to note that local authorities do not have a statutory 

duty under Section 22 of the Children and Families Act 2014  to assess 

every home -educated child to determine whether they have special 

educational needs or disabilities. However, the local authority 

remains responsible for responding to parental requests for 

assessment and for ensuring that the needs of children w ith EHC 

plans are appropriately reviewed and supported.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/section/7/2025-09-01
https://www.wigan.gov.uk/Resident/Education/Special-Educational-Needs-and-Disability/Local-Offer/index.aspx
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6/section/22
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10.13 In accordance with  Keeping Children Safe in Education  (KCSIE), 

where parents are considering Elective Home Education (EHE) for a 

child with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), a review of 

the EHCP should be undertaken. Best practice is for this review to 

take place prior to the child being withdrawn from scho ol. Schools 

are expected to make every effort to initiate and facilitate this review 

before submitting an EHE referral.  

 

10.14 If an EHE referral is received for a child with an EHCP and no review 

Ƙŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ 

EHE Team will escalate the matter to the allocated EHCP 

Coordinator. A review meeting will then be expected to be convene d 

as a matter of priority . 

 

10.15 In line with the SEND Code of Practice  and Department for 

Education EHE guidance , the L ocal Authority  will carry out annual 

reviews for all children with EHCPs, including those who are home 

educated. These reviews will involve the child and their parents, and 

the EHCP will be amended to reflect any changes in provision, 

including parental choice.  

 

10.16 tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [!Ωǎ {9b5 hŦŦƛŎŜǊΣ 

alongside representatives from relevant agencies such as Health and 

Social Care, where appropriate.  

 

10.17 The L ocal Authority  will not assume that a home education 

arrangement is unsuitable simply because it differs from the 

provision that would have been made in a school setting. However, if 

the L ocal Authority  concludes that the education being provided 

ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ {9b5 

colleagues  and the family  

11. Children Looked After (CLA)  

11.1 The DfE guidance for local authorities (2019)  states that ; Ψ[ƻŎŀƭ 

authorities acting as corporate parents of looked -after children should 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68add931969253904d155860/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_from_1_September_2025.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/elective-home-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/elective-home-education
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66bf6d2bdcb0757928e5bd47/Elective_home_education_departmental_guidance_for_local_authorities.pdf
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bear in mind that they assume the duties of parents under s.7 of the 

1996 Education Act to ensure that the child receives a suitable full -time 

education; and local authorities in whose areas such children are placed 

by other authorities should take the sam e steps to ensure that the child 

is not missing education as they would for any other child resident in 

their area .  

11.2 It is legally possible for a looked -after child to be educated at home (for 

example by foster carers) if the local authority as corporate parent 

decides this is appropriate . However,  Wigan Council does not generally 

consider Elective Home Education (EHE) to be a suitable arrangement 

for children who are looked after by the local authority. This position is 

informed by statutory guidance, including  Promoting the Education of 

Looked -Aft er and Previously Looked -After Children  (DfE, 2018), which 

places a duty o n local authorities and Virtual School Heads to promote 

the educational achievement of looked -after children. (DfE, Promoting 

the Education of Looked -After and Previously Looked -After Children, 

2018). 

11.3 Lƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŎŀǎŜǎΣ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ƻŎƛŀƭ /ŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

±ƛǊǘǳŀƭ {ŎƘƻƻƭ IŜŀŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀǊŜ 

met in line with their care plan.  

11.4 If a child who is being home educated becomes looked after by Wigan 

Council, the Virtual School Head will work collaboratively with the 

ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ ŎŀǊŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǿƻǊƪŜǊ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀƴŘ 

secure an appropriate school placement that me Ŝǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 

individual needs.  

11.5 9ȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 

entry into care is for respite or is temporary in nature, and where the 

home education provision has previously been assessed as suitable. In 

such circumstances, any decision to conti nue with home education 

must be agreed upon at a Child Looked After (CLA) review or care 

planning meeting. This agreement must include the Independent 

Reviewing Officer (IRO) and be formally recorded in the meeting 

minutes.  

11.6 This approach is consistent with the Department for 

9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Elective Home Education: Guidance for Local 

Authorities  (updated August 2024 ), which outlines the responsibilities 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66bf6d2bdcb0757928e5bd47/Elective_home_education_departmental_guidance_for_local_authorities.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66bf6d2bdcb0757928e5bd47/Elective_home_education_departmental_guidance_for_local_authorities.pdf


  

Page 21 of 44  

of local authorities in ensuring that all children, including those 

educated at home, receive a suitable education   

12. Safeguarding  

12.1 Home education is not in itself a safeguarding concern. The expectation 

is that if schools have concerns about a child, they will have previously 

referred to Early Help or /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ IǳōΦ   

12.2 The Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel Ωǎ aŀȅ нлнп 

report,  Safeguarding Children in Elective Home Education , highlights 

concern  about the wellbeing of some children who are not regularly 

seen by professionals. While the report acknowledges that the majority 

of children educated at home live happy and safe lives and benefit from 

a positive educational experience, it also identifies  a small minority for 

whom this is not the case  

 

12.3 In response, Wigan Council has established robust policies, procedures, 

and multi -agency practices to ensure that professionals can work 

effectively together to safeguard and protect children who are 

electively home educated and may be at risk of harm.  

 

12.4 Under Section 175(1) of the  Education Act 2002 , the Local Authority (LA), 

in partnership with other agencies including Social Care and Health, 

has a statutory duty to safeguard and promote the welfare of all 

children residing in the borough. This duty is further reinforced by the 

statutory guidance  Working Together to Safeguard Children 2023 , 

which outlines the responsibilities of all agencies in identifying and 

responding to safeguarding concerns.  

 

12.5 All officers within the Elective Home Education (EHE) Team, along with 

other L ocal Authority  staff, will follow the safeguarding procedures set 

ƻǳǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƎŀƴ {ŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ό²{/tύΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ 

procedures ensure a coordinated response to any safeguarding 

concerns relating to home -educated children.  

 

12.6 Where concerns are identified, and in line with WSCP protocols, L ocal 

Authority  officers will engage with parents or carers  unless doing so 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/32/section/175
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6849a7b67cba25f610c7db3f/Working_together_to_safeguard_children_2023_-_statutory_guidance.pdf
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would increase risk to the child  and will signpost or refer the family to 

appropriate support services, including Early Help where necessary.  

 

12.7 Where concerns arise that present an immediate and serious risk of 

harm to a child, Local Authority (LA) officers will make a referral to 

Children First Partnership Hub  for triage.  

 

12.8 Professionals who begin working with families who are electively home 

educating  must inform the Elective Home Education (EHE) Team. This 

ensures that the EHE Team is included in multi -agency planning and 

can contribute to any safeguarding  actions  and planning.  

 

12.9 Section 7.4 of the  Elective Home Education: Guidance for Local 

Authorities  states:  

 

- ά!ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŀƭƭ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƛǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƘƻƳŜ 

education is in doubt using their powers in the Education Act 1996, 

but they should also be ready, if a lack of suitable education appears 

ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ƛƳǇŀƛǊ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƻ Ŧǳƭƭȅ exercise their 

ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ-being, 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 

12.10 The guidance further clarifies that:  

 

- ά! ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ǎŀǘƛǎŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

threshold requirement contained in Section 31 of the  Children Act 

1989τǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƘŀǊƳΦέ 

 

12.11 While L ocal Authority  Officers do not have an automatic right of access 

to the home, they may request to see the child and, ideally, the home 

environment, as this is typically where education is delivered. Refusal to 

ŀƭƭƻǿ ǎǳŎƘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ Ƴŀȅ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ [!Ωǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳitability of 

the education, particularly where the environment is a relevant factor, 

as outlined in the  Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel Ωǎ aŀȅ 

2024 report   

 

12.12 The Wigan Safeguarding Children Partnership (WSCP) Threshold of 

Need and Response Guidance  (February 2021) outlines indicators of 

concern, including:  

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66bf6d2bdcb0757928e5bd47/Elective_home_education_departmental_guidance_for_local_authorities.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/66bf6d2bdcb0757928e5bd47/Elective_home_education_departmental_guidance_for_local_authorities.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/section/31
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/section/31
https://wigansafeguardingchildren.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Threshold-Document.pdf
https://wigansafeguardingchildren.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Threshold-Document.pdf
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- A child not reaching educational potential or expected levels of 

attainment.  

- Frequent school moves.  

- Limited opportunities for play or socialisation.  

- A child not in education, particularly where this coincides with 

concerns about their safety.  

 

12.13 If a child is subject to a Child Protection (CP) Plan at the time parents 

elect to home educate  or becomes subject to a CP Plan while being 

home educated  the L ocal Authority  is unlikely to assess the education 

as suitable. In such cases, the EHE Team and the allocated social worker 

will support the family to return the child to school or secure a new 

school placement. During the interim period, a schedule of visits will be 

arǊŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ 

professional oversigh t. 

 

12.14 For children subject to a Child in Need (CIN) Plan, the EHE Team and 

social worker will assess whether home education is appropriate. If 

deemed suitable, a schedule of visits will be agreed to monitor the 

ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜΦ 

 

12.15 Local authorities may use their safeguarding powers where a lack of 

ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇŀƛǊ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭΣ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭΣ 

emotional, social, or behavioural development, in line with  Working 

Together to Safeguard Children  . 

 

12.16 For children with no current social care involvement, the EHE Team will 

conduct a minimum of an annual visit or request updates on 

educational progress. More frequent contact may be required in the 

following circumstances:  

- Concerns about the quality of education.  

- Refusal to provide evidence of suitable education.  

- Refusal to cooperate with safe and well checks  

- Where the child has an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) or a 

request for SEND assessment has been submitted.  

 

13. Further Information  

If you have any further comments of queries about Wigan Council EHE policy 

and process, please contact ehe@wigan.gov.uk   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2
mailto:ehe@wigan.gov.uk
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Appendix 1  

Elective Home Education (EHE) school referral form 

to inform the Local Authority.  

This form must be completed in full  and submitted for all children and young 

people whereby a school has received notice from a parent they will now take 

responsibility for their child Ωǎ education . The Local Authority must be in receipt of 

this referral before removal form roll.  

Pupil Details  

Full name   

DOB   

School   

Year Group   

Parent/Carer Name(s)  1: 

2: 

Address  1: 

2: 

Contact Details  Phone(s):  

 

 Email(s):  

 

 

Safeguarding and Support Information  

Have you shared a copy of the EHE 

Policy with parents? ς if not this 

Yes ἦ    No: ἦ 
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should be completed as soon as 

possible.  

Are there any Safeguarding 

Concerns  

Yes ἦ    No: ἦ 

Details:  

 

 

Looked After Child (CLA)  

School must contact the Virtual 

School Team before submitting 

this referral to discuss and no 

removal from roll at this time as 

EHE is not supported.  

 

Child Protection Plan (CP)  

Please inform the Social Worker 

before submitting the referral and 

share the ehe@wigan.gov.uk  email 

address as a point of contact for 

education.  

Yes ἦ    No: ἦ 

Social Worker:  

Next Core Group:  

Review Date:  

Child in Need Plan (CiN)  

Please inform the Social Worker 

before submitting the referral and 

share the ehe@wigan.gov.uk  email 

address as a point of contact for 

education.  

Yes ἦ    No: ἦ 

Social Worker:  

Next meeting:  

 

Has an Early Help Assessment or 

equivalent support assessment 

been completed or offered?  

Yes ἦ    No: ἦ 

Details:  

 

Other Agency/Service involvement  

 

Yes ἦ    No: ἦ 

Details:  

 

Does the child have English as an 

Additional Language (EAL)  

Yes ἦ    No: ἦ 

First Language of pupil:  

mailto:ehe@wigan.gov.uk
mailto:ehe@wigan.gov.uk
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Do the parent(s)/carer(s) speak English?  

Yes ἦ    No: ἦ 

What methods of communication does 

the school currently use with the family 

(e.g. translated materials, interpreter, 

bilingual staff, visual aids) :  

 

 

Is there any other supporting 

information?  

 

 

 

 

Attendance and SEND Information  

Attendance Concerns  Yes ἦ    No: ἦ 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǇƛƭΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΥ  

Has there been any periods of 

suspensions this academic year?  

Yes ἦ    No: ἦ 

Are there any Medical 

Diagnosis/Needs?  

Yes ἦ    No: ἦ 

 

Has there  been 15day consecutive or 

accumulative ab sence  during the last full 

term  

Yes ἦ    No: ἦ 

 

Has Section 19 been  considered for a duty 

met  by school:   

Yes ἦ    No: ἦ   N/A: ἦ 

 

Details:  
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Are there any Special Educational 

Needs (Please give a summary / 

support)  

 

*Please note if pupil has an 

EHCP school must request a 

plan review before the child can 

be removed from roll*  

Yes ἦ    No: ἦ 

Send code K ἦ 

EHCP ἦ 

Details:  

 

 

Behaviour and Home Circumstances  

Behaviour overview   

 

 

Brief description of home 

circumstances . 

(Who does the young perso n  reside 

with, l iving arrangements e.g., 

stable housing, shared care ) 

 

Are there considered to be any risks 

to a lone worker when visiting the 

home?  

 

 

Reason for Elective Home Education  

Please select from the DfE statements what is the reason for EHE. Please only 

select one, the primary reason . This information is used at census.  

ἦPhysical health   

Child is EHE due to one or more 

physical health conditions e.g. 

autoimmune illness.  

ἦMental health   

Child is EHE due to one or more mental 

health conditions e.g. anxiety.  

 δRisk of school exclusion   ἦPhilosophical or preferential reasons  
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Child is EHE as parents removed 

the child before exclusion occurred.  

 

Child is EHE due to parental preference for 

home education.  

ἦReligious reasons  

Child is EHE due to religious views 

incompatible with school ethos or 

curriculum.  

 

ἦLifestyle choice  

Child is EHE due to family lifestyle (e.g. 

travelling, performers, etc.).  

 

ἦSuggestion/pressure from the 

school   

Child is EHE due to school 

suggestion or off -rolling.  

 

ἦDissatisfaction with the school - 

general   

Child is EHE due to general dissatisfaction 

with the school.  

 

ἦDissatisfaction with the school 

SEND  

Child is EHE due to unmet SEND 

needs.  

 

ἦDissatisfaction with the school - 

bullying  

Child is EHE due to unresolved bullying.  

 

ἦHealth concerns relating to 

COVID -19  

Child is EHE due to underlying 

health conditions or anxiety 

regarding COVID -19 transmission.  

ἦDid not get school preference   

Child is EHE as they did not receive their 

first choice of school preference.  

 

ἦParent/guardian did not give 

reason No reason for EHE was 

provided by the parent  

ἦOther  

Any other reason not listed above.  

Please provide details : 

 

School Information and Acknowledgement  

Form Completed by  Name:  

Position   
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Date   

I acknowledge to submit along 

with this referral a copy of the 

parent withdrawal letter/ email.  

A copy will be provided with this referral ἦ

Yes 

 

If you are not the Headteach er , are  

they aware of this referral being 

completed ? 

Yes ἦ    No: ἦ   N/A: ἦ 

Details:  

 

I acknowledge that school wil l 

retain a copy of all safeguarding 

records in line with retention 

polic ies. 

ἦYes 

I acknowledge that this referral 

form must be submitted without 

delay to  ehe@wigan.gov.uk . 

Upon receipt of an  automated 

email confirmation , this will serve 

as evidence that the Local 

Authority (LA) has received the 

referral. Only at this point may the 

pupil be  formall y removed from 

the school roll . 

In accordance with  Working 

Together to Improve School 

Attendance  guidance, 

attendance  cannot be backdated . 

Therefore, the pupil must remain 

on roll until the referral has been 

submitted  

Please retain a copy of the email 

and confirmation for your 

records.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ἦYes 

 

mailto:ehe@wigan.gov.uk
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Appendix 2 

Elective Home Education ς Further Information for Parents  

Things to Think About When Planning Your Home 

Education  

9ǾŜǊȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ƘƻƳŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ 

ƴƻ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ άǊƛƎƘǘ ǿŀȅέ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƪŜȅ 

ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ Ǉƭŀƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΥ 

¶ What are your beliefs or values about education? (This helps us 

understand your approach, especially if you're using recognised methods 

like Charlotte Mason, Steiner Waldorf, or Montessori.)  

¶ Iƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳϥǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 

needs, interests, and abilities?  

¶ Iƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘǊŀŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭΚ 

¶ Have you thought about your long -term plans for the year? How do these 

ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƴƻǿΚ όCƻǊƳŀƭ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ 

families find it helpful.)  

¶ Do your subjects or activities connect in a way that supports deeper 

learning?  

¶ Are you offering a mix of practical and written activities?  

¶ ²Ƙƻ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΚ 

¶ Iƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŀŎŜΚ 

¶ How will you know if your education plan is working well?  

¶ Have you considered how your child might access further or higher 

education in the future?  

¶ How will you help your child learn about personal safety and healthy 

living?  

¶ How will you involve your child in reflecting on their own learning?  
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²Ŝ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳƛǘǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 

unique needs. We review each approach individually and do not expect families 

to follow a formal or structured curriculum.  

Many families find it helpful to connect with the wider home education 

community. This can offer support, new ideas, and opportunities for group 

learning or educational visits.  

Questions to Help You Reflect  

IƻƳŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘΦ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘŜŎƛŘŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ 

ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ 

Education suggests considering the following:  

¶ Why are you thinking about home education?  

¶ What does your child think about it?  

¶ Do you have the time, resources, and confidence to teach your child?  

¶ Is your home a suitable place for learning (e.g. space, quiet, routine)?  

¶ What support do you have from others? What would happen if you were 

unwell or unable to teach for a while?  

¶ Can you provide opportunities for your child to socialise, be active, and 

experience culture and the arts?  

¶ Do you plan to home educate long -term or just for a short period? What 

ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΚ 

LŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ǿŜ 

encourage you to speak with the headteacher or governors first. You can also 

Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘǎ ƻǊ ŜǎŎŀƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ 

their website.  
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Appendix 3 

Elective Home Education Record of Discussion  

Pupil Details  

Name   DOB : 

Address   NYC: 

Contact 

details for 

Parent/Carer  

Phone:  

Email:  

SEND  ἦ EHCP     ἦSEND K    ἦUnder Assessment  

Other:  

Date of visit   

Learning Discussion  

Philosophy  Score: /5  

Motivation for Home 
Education:  What drives your 
decision to educate your child at 
home? How does this influence 
the nature of education you 
provide? Could you describe 
your approach to education? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Educational Approach  Score: /5  

Structure and Resources   


